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 NDIA Monthly Luncheon  
Apr il 9, 2008 Catamaran Resor t &  

Conference Center  

11:30 – 1:00 pm 

Rear Admiral Len Her ing, Commander Navy 
Region Southwest 

 
Rear Admiral Leendert “Len”  
Hering, Sr., was born in 
Portsmouth, Va. and 
commissioned through the 
NROTC Scholarship Program 
from State University of New 
York Maritime College in 
1977 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Meteorology 
and Oceanography. He has 
also earned a Master of 
Science degree in International 

Relations and Strategic Studies from the Naval War 
College, and a Master of Science degree in Business 
Management from Salve Regina University in Newport, 
R.I.  
 
Rear Adm. Hering’s initial sea assignment was aboard USS 
Santa Barbara (AE 28), where he served as 1st and 2nd 
Division Officer and Assistant First Lieutenant. Upon 
completion of Department Head School in 1980 he was 
assigned to the commissioning crew of USS Fahrion (FFG 
22) as Ship’s Control Officer and later as Combat Systems 
Officer. He had command of USS Aries (PHM 5) from 
January 1989 to January 1991 and USS Doyle (FFG 39) 
from July 1995 to March 1997. Doyle was a member of the 
Vinson Battle Group in Desert Strike; the ship earned the 
Battle “E,”  all possible departmental awards, the 1996 
Chief of Naval Operations LAMPS Safety Award, and two 
TYCOM Safety Awards.  
 
His assignments ashore include duty as operations and 
plans officer to Commander, Destroyer Squadron Twelve; 
aide and administrative assistant to the Deputy Chief of 
Naval Operations for Naval Warfare; Action Officer, 
Pacific Command Branch J-33, Joint Operations 

Directorate, Joint Staff; 1st Battalion Officer and Ethics 
Instructor, U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md.; 
Commanding Officer of Naval Base San Diego; 
Commander, Naval Surface Group Pacific Northwest; 
Commander, Navy Region Northwest, and presently 
Commander, Navy Region Southwest. 
 
Rear Adm. Hering’s personal awards include (2) Legion of 
Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, (4) Meritorious 
Service Medals, and various other personal achievement, 
service awards and ribbons. 
 
 
 
 
To register  for  this month’s luncheon, please go to the 
San Diego NDIA Upcoming Events &  Registration page 
(http://www.ndia-sd.org/events.htm) and click on the 
link " Click Here to Register  Online"  to register  for  the 
next luncheon. I f you are an annual reservation holder , 
we assume that you will attend or  send someone in your  
place and there is no need to register . Cost: $25.00 in 
advance, $30 if you register  in advance and pay at the 
door , $40 for  walk-in traffic. Reservations are required 
to ensure you get a seat. Walk-ins are accommodated as 
space permits. Note - Discount is determined by date of 
your  online registration before the deadline. Thanks for  
your  cooperation. We accept Visa, MasterCard and 
Amer ican Express for  lunches. I f you have questions 
related to registration, please contact Alyx Schmidt, 
aschmidt@epsilonsystems.com.   
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Editor’s Note: Congratulations to the newest slate of 
board members joining the NDIA-SD Chapter in 2008 and 
2009.  
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From the Chapter  
President 
 

Dear NDIA Supporters, 
 
 
Our highly successful joint March 
luncheon with AFCEA provided 
the Chapter and key members of 

the local community the opportunity to express 
their appreciation for the superb leadership 
Dwayne Junker provided over the past two years 
as Chapter President.  Of particular note were 
certificates from Congressman Issa and from 
Assemblyman Anderson.  Assemblyman 
Anderson took the extra step of sending 
certificates of appreciation to the Board members 
as well.   
 
 
We continue to bring new faces into our 
committees, and I want to express my 
appreciation to our new volunteers for their 
donation of time and to Tony Nufer for his 
efforts in matching volunteers to jobs.  Ellie 
Ramos was kind enough to volunteer to help 
Tony orchestrate the matching of volunteers to 
committee needs. 
 
 
The National Weather Service reported an 
unusual occurrence of high atmospheric pressure 
centered over Southern California the latter part 
of March.  Various theories were presented at a 
hastily called scientific conference in 
Washington, DC 24 March, but none seemed to 
explain the anomaly completely.  Amid calls 
from the presidential candidates and Al Gore for 
immediate federal action, the Senate subpoena’d 
three of the administration’s top science advisors 
and grilled them in a camera-packed hearing 
room 26 March. Fortunately for the 
administration and the Earth Sciences, Carmela 
Keeney, who happened to be testifying on The 
Hill that week, saw the commotion and dropped 
in to see what was happening.  Immediately 
sizing up the situation, Carmela calmly informed 
the assembled worthies that the cause of the 
atmospheric anomaly was the collective sigh of 
relief by the San Diego defense community when 
it was informed that SPAWAR ERP 
implementation has been rescheduled to 2009. 
 

On the STEM front, Terry and Alan continue 
moving our Chapter forward.  The STEM 
Inventory is on line and being tested and 
critiqued.  We expect that to mature greatly over 
the next several months, especially since we keep 
discovering new initiatives!  We were asked by 
NDIA-National to cover for them at the recent 
San Diego meeting of the state directors of a 
DoD STEM program for fifth graders called 
“Starbase” .  Terry and Alan put together the right 
message the weekend before and Terry delivered 
it perfectly to the assembled multitude, including 
an assistant defense secretary. 
 
 
And also on the STEM front, our thanks to 
Raytheon, SAIC and UCSD for sponsoring the 
“Team Defend”  high school competition awards 
banquet held 1 April, and to Booz Allen, 
Lockheed Martin, Accenture, and Epsilon 
Systems for contributing the winning team prizes.  
 
 
Lastly, we get lots of requests for the 
presentations given by SPAWAR speakers at our 
various events, such as the SIEN, the Executive 
Forum, luncheons, etc..  It’s SPAWAR’s policy 
to post these on THEIR web site.  We will post 
non-SPAWAR presentations as cleared by our 
speakers.   
 
 
Best Regards, 
Gerry Nifontoff 
President 
 

 
Chapter  Calendar  
 
Please visit www.ndia-sd.org for the complete 
chapter calendar. Scroll to the bottom and click 
the NDIA San Diego 2008 Calendar link 
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Small Business Voice 
2008 NDIA Small Business Job Fair , May 6th, 
Scottish Rite Center , San Diego, CA 
 
Attention Small Businesses!!!  NDIA is hosting 
its first Small Business Job Fair .  Meet with 
hundreds of prospective employees to fill your 
current openings and gather resumes in 
preparation for future openings. All job seekers 
are welcome! 
 
The Job Fair will be held on May 6th from 3-7pm 
at the Scottish Rite Center at 1895 Camino del 
Rio South, San Diego 92108. .   
 
The price on this great event is $75 and is 
restricted to small businesses with annual 
revenues under $25M.  Register at www.ndia-
sd.org.  
 
Sponsorships: We are looking for medium and 
large business sponsors for this event.  If you are 
a large business and would like to help our small 
business community by sponsoring this event, 
contact Laura Barish at laura@btsihq.com. 
 Sponsors will receive a free table at the event, 
space to post a wall banner, and recognition on 
the NDIA web site. 
 
2008 NDIA National Small Business 
Conference-NSBC 2008, May 19-21, 2008 
Hyatt Regency, La Jolla, CA 
 
Matchmaking is now open for NSBC 2008. As a 
small business you must be registered to 
participate in matchmaking. Large businesses 
and government are encouraged to participate in 
matchmaking at no cost. Contact Chandra 
Burnside CBurnside@NDIA.ORG  
 
NSBC 2008 will include national speakers, 
matchmaking, panel discussions, company 
exhibits, and a breakfast event sponsored by San 
Diego Women in Defense (WID). Our keynote 
speaker this year is Dr . James I . Finley, Deputy 
Under  Secretary of Defense for  Acquisition 
and Technology  
 
Please visit the web site at 
www.NDIA.org/meetings/8140 to register before 
29 March to take advantage of the reduced rate.  
 

Many thanks to our title sponsor, SAIC, and the 
many other sponsors that have made the 
commitment to support this popular small 
business event in San Diego for 2008.If you have 
not yet secured a sponsorship position for your 
company contact Freda Ramey 
freda.ramey@fsktech.com (760) 604-6240 or 
Jennifer Albers jalbers@industechnology.com 
(619) 299-2555 ext 304.  
 
Please visit the event website at 
www.NDIA.org/meetings/8140 to view and 
download complete program and event 
information.  
 
20th Annual Navy Gold Coast Small Business 
Oppor tunity Conference, August 27-28, 2008 
San Diego Convention Center  
 
We would like to recognize and thank Lockheed 
Mar tin for their generous support as a Platinum 
Sponsor  for Navy Gold Coast 2008 
 
This year marks the 20th annual Navy Gold Coast 
Small Business opportunity conference and will 
be cosponsored by NAVSEA-Naval Sur face 
War fare Division, Port Hueneme, the Navy 
Office of Small Business Programs, and NDIA 
San Diego.  
 
Registration for 2008 Navy Gold Coast Small 
Business Oppor tunity Conference is now open 
with early bird pricing for attendees and choice 
locations for exhibit booths in the 90,000 Sq’  
Sails Pavilion at the San Diego Convention 
Center. Visit the official Gold Coast 2008 web 
site for more information and to register for this 
exciting event http://2008goldcoast.ndia-sd.org   
 
Major Gold Coast sponsors will be offered an 
opportunity to set up an ‘ Island’  type exhibit 
booth for the 2 day exhibit hall event. These 
premier spaces will certainly go fast so be sure to 
contact Freda Ramey freda.ramey@fsktech.com 
(760) 604-6240 or Jennifer Albers 
jalbers@industechnology.com (619) 299-2555 
ext 304 for Gold Coast sponsorship details.  
 
Submitted by: Jim Lasswell 
Co-Chair Small Business Committee 
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Committee Updates: 
 
STEM – The Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Mathematics (STEM) Committee Plans Cyber 
Defense Challenge Banquet and Begins 
Sponsorship 
 
The first season of the Cyber Defense Challenge 
came to a close on February 23 with High Tech 
High School participating as the final competitor 
at Science Applications International 
Corporation (SAIC).  Mayor Jerry Sanders was 
able to spend an hour at the challenge talking 
with the students, SAIC engineers and NDIA 
STEM committee 
 
The three month Competition began on 
December 15, 2007, and has been a huge success 
with rave reviews from both students and 
teachers.  Duke Ayers, SAIC engineer, said even 
after giving up eight hours on a Saturday, the 
students didn’ t want to leave.  The NDIA STEM 
committee will be exploring the expansion of the 
Cyber Defense Challenge to other NDIA 
Chapters in the future. 
 
NDIA, Raytheon & UCSD will sponsor an 
awards banquet for all the High Schools that 
participated in the first season of the Cyber 
Defense Challenge.  The first place school will 
receive a plaque and each team member will 
receive an award for their accomplishments.  
NDIA is looking for additional industry sponsors 
to help fund the awards.   
 
For more information about the NDIA 2008 
Cyber Defense Challenge go to 
www.saic.com/cyber-defense 
 
The STEM committee attended ENSPIRE, an 
outreach event organized by UCSD students for 
several middle schools in San Diego.  The 
middle school students were bussed to UCSD for 
tours and participation in engineering exercises.  
The students listened to presentations and 
watched demonstrations from SPAWAR and 
several industry companies.  This was the first 
year for ENSPIRE and it would not have been 
possible were it not for several companies that 
sponsored the event. 
 
The STEM committee has helped develop a 
STEM Inventory website sponsored by the 
California Space & Education Workforce 

Institute (CSEWI) and the California Space 
Authority (CSA).  The website will officially 
launch in March 2008.  It will enable anyone to 
search for programs and/or initiatives related to 
STEM education.  The STEM committee has 
been hard at work researching and adding 
programs and/or initiatives that are not included 
in the Inventory.  The website will allow anyone 
to submit a program that is not already included.   
 
Submitted by: 
Terry McKearny 
The Ranger Group  

 

SIEN – SPAWAR Industry Executive Network 
(SIEN) will feature PEO Enterprise Information 
Systems (EIS), led RADM (Sel) Tim Flynn.  

June 2008. Exact date TBD.   

 
SSC-Executive Forum – The next SPAWAR 
Systems Center San Diego and NDIA Executive 
Forum is scheduled for 15 April 2008, 1500-
1630, SSC-SD Building A-33, Topside 
Conference Center (directions attached). 
 
This is a great opportunity to network with your 
government and industry counterparts.  If you are 
doing, or planning to do business at SPAWAR 
Systems Center San Diego, you©ll want to attend 
the Executive Forum. 
 
The agenda will consist of briefings by the 
government and NDIA and at 1630, we will 
adjourn to a wine and cheese networking 
social.  Charge for the wine and cheese is $10. 
 
If you have a SPAWAR or SSC-SD badge, you 
are all set. If you need a badge, see attached 
information or contact the SSC SD PAO at 619-
553-2723.  
 
Questions? Contact: 
 
Will Nevilles, Booz Allen Hamilton, 619-680-
4700, Nevilles_will@bah.com 

Mary Gmitruk, SSC-SD Code 210, 619-553-
4961, mary.gmitruk@navy.mil 
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Chairman of the Board 

RADM Ken Slaght, USN (Ret) 
General Dynamics Information 

Technology 
kenneth.slaght@gdit.com 

 

President 

Gerry Nifontoff 

SAIC 
gerald.k.nifontoff@saic.com 

 

Immediate Past –President 

Dwayne Junker 
Epsilon Systems Solutions 

djunker@epsilonsystems.com 
 

 

Executive Vice President 

Tony Nufer 
Computer Sciences Corp. 

tnufer@cox.net 
 

 

Treasurer   

Alyx Schmidt 

Epsilon Systems Solutions 

aschmidt@epsilonsystems.com 

 

Secretary  
Jamie Hewitt 

intelliSolutions, inc 
Jamie@isincsd.com 

 

 DIRECTORS 

 

David Aberizk 
Chair, Event Facilities 

Integrated Consultants, Inc. 
daberizk@icpoc.com 

 

 

Jim Lasswell 
Chair, Small Business Committee 
jlasswell@industechnology.com 

 

Chris Parkes 
Chair, Newsletter/Photographer 

Administaff Inc. 
chris_parkes@administaff.com  

 

 

Frank Hewitt 
Chair, Legislative Committee 

intelliSolutions, inc 
fhewitt@intelliSolinc.com  

 

George Klein 
Chair, Membership/Calendar/Goals& 

Objectives 
Battelle 

kleing@battelle.org 
 

 

Mike Woiwode 
Chair, Awards Committee 

SAIC 
wodeworks@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Will Nevilles 
Chair, NNFE Conference 

Booz Allen Hamilton 
Nevilles_will@bah.com 

 

 

Pem Smith 
Chair, Speakers Committee 

General Dynamics Information 
Technology 

Psmith@anteon.com 

 

Ellie Ramos 
Chair, Volunteers Committee 

Technical Logistics Corp. 
eramos@tlcbusiness.com 

 

Jason Minter 
Chair, Gold Coast Conference 

Epsilon Systems Solutions 
jminter@epsilonsystems.com  

 

 

Terry McKearney 
Chair, STEM/Organizational 

Outreach Committee 
SAIC 

terry.mckearney@therangergoup.com 

 

 

Becky Vincent 

WID Liaison 

Vincent Enterprises  

      becky@vincent-enterprises.com 

 


