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 NDIA Monthly Luncheon  
July 9, 2008 Catamaran Resor t &  Conference 

Center  

11:30 – 1:00 pm 

Capt. Michael A. Kelly, USN 
 

Capt. Michael A. Kelly, a native of Roanoke, Va., 
graduated from Tulane University, New Orleans, La., with 
a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering in 1983. He 
was commissioned in August 1984 upon graduation from 
Aviation Officer Candidate School in Pensacola, Fla., and 
reported to Naval Air Technical Training Center in 
Millington, Tenn., for maintenance officer instruction. 

Captain Kelly entered the Naval Postgraduate 
School, Monterey, California in September 1991 and 
earned a Master’s degree in Information Technology 
Management, and received the Rear Admiral Grace 
Murray Hopper award for outstanding academic and 
leadership achievement.  
    Capt. Kelly reported to the staff of Commander, 
Naval Air Forces (CNAF) at Naval Air Station North 
Island, Calif., and became the Force Aircraft Maintenance 
Officer (MO). As Force MO, Capt. Kelly and his team 
initiated numerous programs in support of CNAF’s 
“Business of Naval Aviation”  guidance.  

In February 2005, Capt. Kelly reported to the 
Naval Air Depot North Island as the Production Officer. 
He was selected for promotion to Captain and subsequently 
assigned as the Executive Officer in March 21, 2006. On 
October 10, 2006, the Depot was renamed Fleet Readiness 
Center Southwest.  Capt. Kelly assumed command of Fleet 
Readiness Center Southwest on Jan. 16, 2008. 
    His personal decorations include the Meritorious 
Service Medal (2 awards), Navy Commendation Medal (3 
awards), the Navy Achievement Medal (3 awards), and 
various unit and service awards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

To register  for  this month’s luncheon, please go to the 
San Diego NDIA Upcoming Events &  Registration page 
(http://www.ndia-sd.org/events.htm) and click on the 
link " Click Here to Register  Online"  to register  for  the 
next luncheon. I f you are an annual reservation holder , 
we assume that you will attend or  send someone in your  
place and there is no need to register . Cost: $25.00 in 
advance, $30 if you register  in advance and pay at the 
door , $40 for  walk-in traffic. Reservations are required 
to ensure you get a seat. Walk-ins are accommodated as 
space permits. Note - Discount is determined by date of 
your  online registration before the deadline. Thanks for  
your  cooperation. We accept Visa, MasterCard and 
Amer ican Express for  lunches. I f you have questions 
related to registration, please contact Alyx Schmidt, 
aschmidt@epsilonsystems.com.   
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Editor’s Note: Please send all submittals for the NDIA-SD 
Newsletter by the 23rd of each month. I look forward to 
hearing from you all. Small Business Spotlight – if you 
notice a small business member with NDIA doing 
something great please submit a press release.  Also, we 
wish Gerry Nifontoff a speedy recovery from major 
surgery. He’ ll be back to 100% in no time.  
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From the Chapter  
President 
 

Dear NDIA Supporters, 
 
First let me assure you our NDIA-
SD President, Gerry Nifontoff, is 
doing well during his absence 
from the work world and our 

organization.  Though supposedly off to 
recuperate, he’s working the emails, keeping up 
on the goings-on, and issuing actions.  It’s our 
premise this is more a result of boredom than 
anything else.  Having a finger on the pulse of 
the Defense Industry in San Diego is probably 
more therapeutic for Gerry than following 
doctor’s orders. 

The Chapter continues to enact the changes we 
began the year with to become more relevant to 
NDIA’s mission, “ADVOCATE: Cutting-
edge technology and superior weapons, 
equipment, training, and support for the War-
Fighter and First Responder, PROMOTE:  A 
vigorous, responsive, Government – Industry 
National Security Team, PROVIDE: A legal 
and ethical forum for exchange of information 
between Industry and Government on National 
Security issues.”   Though only begun six months 
ago, the results are showing. 

On the Government front, The SPAWAR 
Systems Center San Diego Technical Director, 
Carmela Keeney, working with the Co-chairs of 
the NDIA-SD SSC-SD Executive Forum, Mary 
Gmitruk of SSC-SD and Will Nevilles, has 
significantly improved the content, relevancy, 
and Government participation in the Forums.  
It’s now up to our Chapter to respond to the 
questions and interests of Government in the 
ways of Industry in doing business with the 
Government.  Though in the first stages of 
concept and methods to enact, this certainly will 
close the loop to PROVDIE a legal and ethical 
forum for exchanging information. 

Not to be out done but longer in the making 
because of the dynamics of the organizations 
involved, our Chairman, Ken Slaght, led a very 
successful newly structured and formatted 
SPAWAR Industry Executive Network in June.  
RDML Flynn of PEO EIS demonstrated a new 
openness to identifying the status of PEO 

programs and future requirements.  Tim Dowd, 
SPAWAR’s Director of Contracts, 
enthusiastically provided a very candid 
assessment of new procedures, regulations, and 
laws TEAM SPAWAR contracting is facing, 
several of which are unresolved to extent and 
action.  

Defense in San Diego is not solely the purview 
of TEAM SPAWAR and our Chapter continues 
to work in expanding the base to include all.  
Several recent luncheon speakers are evidence of 
the broad base of our contingency.  We’re 
working to move this further, delving into the 
realm of the emergency first responder, to 
ADVOCATE the means for those on the front of 
the internal defense of our country as we face the 
nuances of asymmetric warfare.   

Further evidence of inklings of success in the 
implementation of change is coming from 
interests expressed outside our normal sphere of 
influence.  The San Diego Business Journal and 
the San Diego Daily Transcript have recently 
published articles about the Defense Industry in 
San Diego based wholly or in part on interviews 
and round table forums with NDIA-SD Officers, 
Directors, and Committee members.  This has 
allowed your Chapter to PROMOTE the 
Government – Industry Team to the community 
in which we live, work, and play. 

The work is just beginning and we face many 
challenges ahead to maintain NDIA-SD’s 
relevance to the Government - Industry defense 
Team in San Diego.  America’s Finest City has a 
front row seat with active audience participation 
as the continuing War on Terror furthers 
demands more from the pride of our nation - the 
service member, taxes the economic limits of our 
resources, challenges both Government and 
Industry to rein in acquisition costs, and the rush 
to keep up with advances in technology. 

Tony Nufer 
Executive Vice President 
San Diego Chapter National Defense Industrial 
Association 

 
Chapter  Calendar  
 
Please visit www.ndia-sd.org for the complete 
chapter calendar. Scroll to the bottom and click 
the NDIA San Diego 2008 Calendar link 
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Small Business Voice 
 
 

20th Annual Navy Gold 
Coast Small Business 

Oppor tunity Conference 
 

August 27-28, 2008 San 
Diego Convention Center  

 
How Can I  Get the Most Out 

of Navy Gold Coast 2008? 
 

1. Become a Sponsor-Sponsors 
receive additional benefits and 
exposure for their company. NOTE: 
Only 3 Small Business Sponsorships 
($500) are left at this time. Contact 
Freda Ramey or Jennifer Albers. 
 

2. Reserve an Exhibit Booth-For only 
$349 your company will receive a 
10’  x 10’  booth for both days in the 
exhibit hall. Complimentary exhibit 
booths are available to government 
agencies-Eligibility will be 
confirmed. 

 
3. Reserve a Poster  Space-For only 

$100 your company can display 
company material on a 4’  x 8’  poster 
board in the lobby area. 

 
4. Plan to Attend the Event-For only 

$199 online ($299 at the door) you 
can participate in 2 days of 
networking, workshops, posters, 
exhibits, meals, and the general 
reception. Online registration closes 
on 15 August. 
 

For  Full Information and to 
Register  Online  

Visit our  Web Page at 
www.NavyGoldCoast.org  

 
Major Gold Coast sponsors will be offered an 
opportunity to set up an ‘ Island’  type exhibit 
booth for the 2 day exhibit hall event. These 
premier spaces will certainly go fast so be sure to 
contact Freda Ramey freda.ramey@fsktech.com 
(760) 604-6240 or Jennifer Albers 
jalbers@industechnology.com (619) 299-2555 
ext 304 for Gold Coast sponsorship details.   
 
FALL Small Business Forum -SAVE THE 
DATE 10/14 – HOSTED BY CSC.    
 
 
NDIA-SD Summer Social: July 2008 
Government and Large Business are welcome to 
enjoy a fun friendship networking event, with 
Small Business colleagues!  We are completing 
arrangements for this event that will occur on 
July 11th.  Once the location is locked in we will 
begin to advertise. 
 
 

 
 
 
Small Business Committee Meeting.   The next 
meeting will be on June 11th and will address the 
Summer/Fall Small Business Forum and specific 
discussions on Gold Coast and ramifications of 
the Chapter Budget changes.  Planning for the 
Summer Social and soliciting volunteers for our 
activities will be the primary items of business.  
The meeting will be held at INDUS following the 
NDIA Luncheon (1:45).  Please try to be there.  
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Committee Updates: 
 
Awards – 
Naval Reserve Officer  Training Corps’  Pass 
in Review Ceremony Honors Top Graduates 
  
 

  
At a Pass in Review Ceremony on the campus of 
the University of San Diego held April 25th, 
2008, NDIA San Diego Chapter awarded swords 
to two top Graduates. 
  
 

 
Captain Mark Woolley, USN, NROTC 
Commander and Professor of Naval Science for 
the Navy Unit presided over the ceremony and 
hosted a luncheon just prior to the event in 
appreciation of those organizations presenting 
awards.  NDIA SD Chapter President Gerry 
Nifontoff and Director Mike Woiwode (NDIA 
SD Past President) attended. 

 
   
The guest speaker was Rear Admiral Ann 
DeBaets Gilbride, USNR, a graduate of the 
University of San Diego.  While on active duty, 
early in her career, she served on USS Frank 
Cable (AS 40) where as Auxiliaries Officer and 
Operations Officer, she earned her Engineering 
Officer of the Watch and Surface Warfare 
Officer designations.  She since commanded four 
Navy and Joint Reserve intelligence units and 
most recently as Commander, Navy Reserve 
Intelligence Command.  She spoke to the 
Battalion of her experiences since commissioning 
and of the challenges they will encounter in their 
careers.  She also spoke of opportunity and the 
need for good leaders in today’s military. 
 

    
NDIA SD Chapter President Gerry Nifontoff 
presented the Navy Officer Sword to 
Midshipman Matthew Irwin.  Midshipman Irwin 
grew up in an Air Force family so he lived in 
places all over the world to include Italy, 
England, South Korea, Japan, and Germany as 
well as Virginia, California and Missouri.  He 
anticipates his first assignment to be Pensacola 
Florida where he will begin flight training as a 
Naval Aviator. 
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President Gerry Nifontoff presented the Marine 
Corps Officer sword to Staff Sergeant Alfredo 
Bermudez.  Staff Sergeant Bermudez is from 
Miami, Florida.  When commissioned, Staff 
Sergeant Bermudez’  first assignment will be to 
Quantico, Virginia, where he will attend The 
Basic School (TBS). 
 
STEM – The Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Mathematics (STEM) Committee will be 
putting on its next meeting in a different format 
designed to bring together members from NDIA 
companies and education programs that could be 
a good potential fit for NDIA goals.  We are 
working on a venue, and the event will be held at 
the end of July or early August. Going forward 
with the STEM committee, we are going to ask 
all NDIA member companies interested in 
supporting STEM programs - through volunteers 
or donations - to designate a STEM POC that can 
represent their company in this endeavor. 
 
Submitted by: 
Terry McKearny 
The Ranger Group  
 
SSC Executive Forum – Reminder!  Do not 
forget to join us for the next SSC SD and NDIA 
Executive Forum on 15 July 2008, 1500 hours, 
Building 33A, SSC SD. 
Agenda below will be followed by a wine and 
cheese networking social in the Cloud Room for 
only $10: 
 
1500  SSC San Diego Welcome by TD (Ms. 
Carmela Keeney) 
1505 SPAWAR SBIR Update (Dr. Steve 
Stewart) 
1545 FY08 Nat©l Defense Authorization Act 
& Impact (Tammy Sanchez) 
1600 NDIA Committee Updates (Committee 
Chair) 

1620 Closing Remarks (CAPT Mark 
Kohlheim) 
1630 Wine and Cheese Social 

Register – www.ndia-sd.org.com 

Small Business Spotlight 
Syzygy Technologies, Inc. 
Wins $2M GCCS/NECC 

Task Award 
 
San Diego, CA, June 19, 2008 – Syzygy 
Technologies Inc. wins a GCCS/NECC task 
award.  Syzygy Technologies Inc. was required 
to bid on the task in accordance with the Multiple 
Award Contract conditions from SPAWAR 
System Center, San Diego. 
 
“This represents a continued commitment to 
excellence in performance of engineering 
services to our customer base”  stated the Chief 
Business Officer, Merv Cutler.   
 
Syzygy Technologies, Inc. CEO and President 
Keith Sutton is quoted as saying, “ I’m VERY 
pleased to announce that Syzygy WON the 
follow-on to our combined GCCS/COE/NECC 
work.  
 
This was a $2M award and provides great work 
for a significant number of people in our 
company!”  
 
About Syzygy Technologies, Inc. 
 
Syzygy is a leading quality Information 
Technology and Engineering Service company 
dedicated to providing responsive systems 
integration, software development, software 
testing services and value added products to our 
customers; the Space and Naval Warfare Systems 
Command (SPAWAR), SPAWAR Systems 
Center (SSC), San Diego, Navy and Marine Corp 
Intranet (NMCI). We provide extensive Navy 
C4ISR testing and lab/network integration 
support, and object oriented software 
engineering.  

Submitted by: 

Merv Cutler , Syzygy Technologies, (619) 297-
0970, www.syzygy-tech.com 
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Chairman of the Board 

RADM Ken Slaght, USN (Ret) 
General Dynamics Information 

Technology 
kenneth.slaght@gdit.com 

 

President 

Gerry Nifontoff 

SAIC 

gerald.k.nifontoff@saic.com 

 

Immediate Past –President 

Dwayne Junker 
Epsilon Systems Solutions 

djunker@epsilonsystems.com 
 

 

Executive Vice President 

Tony Nufer 
Computer Sciences Corp. 

tnufer@cox.net 
 

 

Treasurer   

Alyx Schmidt 

Epsilon Systems Solutions 

aschmidt@epsilonsystems.com 

 

Secretary  
Jamie Hewitt 

intelliSolutions, inc 
Jamie@isincsd.com 

 

 DIRECTORS 

 

David Aberizk 
Chair, Event Facilities 

Integrated Consultants, Inc. 
daberizk@icpoc.com 

 

 

Jim Lasswell 
Chair, Small Business Committee 
jlasswell@industechnology.com 

 

Chris Parkes 
Chair, Newsletter/Photographer 

Administaff Inc. 
chris_parkes@administaff.com  

 

 

Frank Hewitt 
Chair, Legislative Committee 

intelliSolutions, inc 
fhewitt@intelliSolinc.com  

 

George Klein 
Chair, Membership/Calendar/Goals& 

Objectives 
Battelle 

kleing@battelle.org 
 

 

Mike Woiwode 
Chair, Awards Committee 

SAIC 
wodeworks@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Will Nevilles 
Chair, NNFE Conference 

Booz Allen Hamilton 
Nevilles_will@bah.com 

 

 

Pem Smith 
Chair, Speakers Committee 

General Dynamics Information 
Technology 

Psmith@anteon.com 

 

Ellie Ramos 
Chair, Volunteers Committee 

Technical Logistics Corp. 
eramos@tlcbusiness.com 

 

Jason Minter 
Chair, Gold Coast Conference 

Epsilon Systems Solutions 
jminter@epsilonsystems.com  

 

 

Terry McKearney 
Chair, STEM/Organizational 

Outreach Committee 
The Ranger Group 

terry.mckearney@therangergoup.com 

 

 

Becky Vincent 

WID Liaison 

Vincent Enterprises  

      becky@vincent-enterprises.com 

 


