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Rear Adm. Christian Becker 
Naval Information Warfare Systems Command 
(NAVWAR)

Rear Adm. Christian “Boris” Becker, a native of New York City, graduated in 1987 from Boston University 
with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering and was commissioned from the Naval Reserve 
Officers Training Corps program. He holds a Master of Science in Project Management from The George 
Washington University and completed the Executive Fellows program at Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government.

Becker’s operational assignments include serving as an EA-6B Prowler electronic counter measures 
officer, weapons school instructor and on staffs afloat and ashore. He is a plankowner of Joint Crew 
Composite Squadron 1, a special mission unit created to apply electronic warfare in the fight against 
improvised explosive devices.

A member of the Aerospace Engineering Duty Officer Community and Space Cadre, he held positions 
supporting both Naval Air Systems Command and Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command 
(SPAWAR). Assignments include serving as a systems engineer and deputy division chief at the National 
Reconnaissance Office (NRO), supporting a global communications network, and at the Integrated Strike 
Planning and Execution Systems Program Office (PMA-281) at Naval Air Station Patuxent River as the 
chief engineer.

As the program manager for a national security space program at the NRO, he led inter-agency and joint 
forces providing national, joint, and naval forces operational and intelligence information. He also served as 
the commander, SPAWAR Space Field Activity leading Navy civilians and Sailors assigned to the NRO. 
Following this tour Becker served as the principal deputy program executive officer (PEO) for Enterprise 
Information Systems. His first flag officer assignment was as PEO C4I and PEO Space Systems from July 
2013 to February 2017.

In March 2017, Becker assumed command of SPAWAR where he leads a global workforce of 10,500 
civilian and military personnel who design, develop and deploy advanced communications and 
information capabilities.

He has been recognized as the Department of the Navy’s Acquisition Professional of the Year and the 
Intelligence Community Major Program Manager of the Year. Personal awards include the Distinguished 
Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit and various unit, and service awards. 
In addition, he was awarded the NRO Gold Medal for Distinguished Service.
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Lieutenant Juan Rivera 
LT Juan Rivera is a drilling reservist with Expeditionary Communications Detachment Five 
(ECD-5) where he was the Assistant Officer-in-Charge for a year andhas now been the 
Officer-in-Charge (OIC) for over six months of a 34 Sailor unit. ECD-5 provides tactical 
communications support across two Cargo Handling Battalions and an Expeditionary 
Logistics Regiment staff unit. LT Rivera’s team provides technical expertise for setup, 
operations and maintenance of “green gear” communications equipment.

LT Rivera volunteered to deploy to Afghanistan from February 2018 to December 2018 with the Navy 
Expeditionary Logistics Support Group (NAVELSG) as the Officer-in-Charge of a 61 Sailor detachment. While 
deployed in support of OPERATION FREEDOM SENTINEL, LT Rivera’s unit oversaw daily logistics support 
operations for the Joint Special Operations Task Force, providing a full range of logistics support to over 
1700 warfighters across seven Forward Operating Bases and coordinated movement of 3000 passengers 
across the CENTCOM AOR. Additionally, LT Rivera managed $12 million in property inventory and oversaw 
16 contracts worth $60 million. LT Rivera was awarded the Army’s Combat Action Badge for having been 
engaged by the enemy while in theater.

At home, Mr. Rivera is the Information System Security Manager for Navy Information Warfare Systems Command 
PMW790 Program Office where he manages a 12 person team providing subject matter expertise on cybersecurity 
engineering, policy compliance, and risk management to 34 Navy accredited information systems.

LT Rivera is married to Sarah and has three children, Nicholas, Isaac and Evan.

Staff  Sergeant Brandon Carey
A San Diego Native, SSgt Brandon Carey, US Air Force Reserve, was deployed to Ali 
Al Salem Air Base, Kuwait as a Ramp Service Supervisor from February-September 
2018 in support of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE. He supported the Department of 
Defense’s capability to move passengers and air cargo worldwide. He was responsible 
for daily transportation operations including the supervision of 26 airmen. Under his 
supervision he had zero mission delays and maintained a safe working environment  
in the busiest Area Of Operations in the world. As Load Team Chief, he led the 
movement of 56,924 tons of cargo; 4,584 missions; sustained 24 forward operating locations in 11 different 
countries. In addition, he assisted in the success of AFCENT’s busiest aerial port, by moving 16,000 
passengers and 818 tons of equipment in one month which was the largest AOR throughput in over three 
years. His efforts directly aided NATO led coalitions missions and Special Operation Joint Task Force missions 
in Syria. He did all of this with zero safety incidents during his time as supervisor. 

As a civilian, SSgt Carey works as a Navy Contractor since 2006 in positions such as Site Security Manager, 
Personnel Specialist, and, currently, as a Health, Safety, and Environmental Representative. 

He has volunteered over 120 hours to the Naval Medical Center San Diego’s Tobacco Cessation Program 
and over four years to the YMCA Hearts for Hero’s Program. 

SSgt Carey was recently selected for the United States Navy Reserves Direct Commission Officer (DCO) 
Supply Corps Program for Fiscal Year 2020. The Navy’s DCO program is a highly competitive program 
where only a handful of applicants are selected nationwide. 

SSgt Carey is married to his wife Kristine, they have three children, Kiana, Kannon, and Kapri. 

Twice A Citizen Award
Twice A Citizen recognizes those service members who put their civilian careers on hold and left their 
families and loved ones as they deployed in the Global War on Terror, counter narcotics and contingency 
operations around the globe. 
Today, we recognize those individual citizen soldiers who wear our nation’s cloth in times of need so that all 
Americans can enjoy our precious freedoms.

Lieutenant Commander 
Thomas Saenz
On active duty, Lieutenant Commander Thomas Saenz was assigned as Scan 
Eagle Guard Nine Officer-in-Charge and Mission Commander in support of 
Operation RESOLUTE SUPPORT. His aviation expertise and extensive knowledge  
of Unmanned Aerial Systems operations proved critical in delivering U.S. Army  
and Coalition forces with 24-hour, time-critical, organic Intelligence, Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance (ISR) coverage that enabled 34 unilateral and partnered missions in the Northern 
Afghanistan region. He led Guardian Nine in the completion of 243 Sorties and 1,866 mishap-free 
hours of exemplary ISR support to Special Forces Detachments. 

As the Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff for Strategy in the Commander, THIRD Fleet Maritime Operations 
Unit, he was instrumental in the management of seven officers and enlisted professionals focused on 
tracking and qualifying a dynamic THIRD Fleet Reserve staff comprised of 20 enlisted and 57 officers. 
His efforts significantly enhanced the Command’s readiness to augment THIRD Fleet’s Operational 
Level of War mission in real-world contingencies and major exercises. 

At Qualcomm, he is one of 6 board-selected officers (Outreach Coordinator) in Qualcomm Veteran’s 
(QVETs) employee network. As a 100% volunteer, he dedicated 250 hours coordinating outreach events 
with the 900 Qualcomm veteran employee base in support of 14 local/global organizations. His efforts 
touched thousands of employees, community citizens and partners – both internally and externally. In 
addition, he coached his son’s Flag Football League – the Carlsbad Lumberjacks. 

Lieutenant Commander Saenz is a humble professional who truly embodies the United States Navy’s 
core values of Honor, Courage and Commitment by all means.

Chief Petty Officer Virgilio Silva 
As the Senior Enlisted Leader of the Operational Support Unit at Navy Operational  
Support Center, North Island, Chief Silva supervised 120+ new affiliates into the 
Navy Reserve across all rates. He ensured proper unit assignment for all personnel, 
resolved readiness discrepancies increasing rating to 100%, and supervised 
completion of 254 outstanding travel claims. He routinely, voluntarily drilled both 
Drill Weekends, accruing 300+ hours of military training and mentoring even  
though he was not being paid for it.

Chief Silva is currently deployed as N33 Current Operations Leading Chief in Naples, Italy. He is 
responsible for the production and quality assurance of all daily operational briefs and intelligence 
products for Commander SIXTH Fleet, Commander Naval Forces Europe, Command Naval Forces 
Africa and nine subordinate commands.

One of Chief Silva’s youngest sailors was diagnosed with Stage four Brain Cancer late 2017. Throughout 
2018 and spring 2019, Chief Silva kept in constant communication through thousands of texts, phone 
calls, hospital and home visits to ensure optimum support. In addition, he organized a Navy courage 
award, duly presented by CO, NOSC, NI at an All Hands/family ceremony. Prior to executing his orders to 
Sixth FLEET, Chief established a contingency plan, so when the Seaman had passed away, Chief Silva 
immediately flew from Naples to San Diego, to support the bereaved family, organize the funeral and 
eulogize the Seaman. Chief Silva paid for all travel out of his own pocket and not provide by the Navy.

Chief Silva has spent countless hours volunteering for Naval Station Naples Base Beautification 
program. The base is next to the Naples International Airport and has been complained about in the 
past by locals. Chief Silva took it upon himself to significantly enhance the base aesthetic which has 
been noted warmly by both locals and city officials alike. 




