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Dear NDIA San Diego Members, 

Happy Holidays!  We have some exciting, upcoming events to share with you.  Please see below to catch-up on 
recent engagements with fellow industry leaders and the impact in our local communities.  These upcoming events 
offer great opportunities to network, engage, and have fun. I hope to see you there! 

I am proud to share with you that our chapter was presented with the Chapter of Excellence Award at the NDIA the 
2022 NDIA/WID Leadership Conference, which was held from November 16-17th of this month. Please see pictures 
directly below from this event. The Chapter of Excellence is the highest award a NDIA chapter can receive. This 
would not have been possible without all your continual contributions and commitment to NDIA’s mission. 
Congratulations and thank you all!  

Regards, 
  
Eric 
San Diego Chapter President 
                                                                                                                                             

 
Above: Terry McKearney (NDIA SD Chairman), Steve 
Boraz (incoming NDIA SD President), and Eric Lester 
(current NDIA SD President). 

 
Above: Terry McKearney (NDIA SD Chairman), Steve 
Boraz (incoming NDIA SD President), Melany Fryer (WID 
SD President), and Eric Lester (current NDIA SD 
President). 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Guest Speaker and Networking Event:  Meet David Norquist, NDIA National President 
 
 

Please join us at Stone Brewery for the great opportunity to meet David Norquist, NDIA National 
President and network with industry partners.  
 
The Hon. David L. Norquist is President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Defense 
Industrial Association (NDIA). He joined NDIA on May 1, 2022 bringing with him more than 30 
years of public and private sector experience in national security and federal financial 
management.  To learn more about Mr. Norquist’s tremendous impact in our industry and to 

our country please read his biography here:  David L. Norquist (ndia.org) 
 
When: Monday, December 5, 2022  
Time:  4:00- 7:00 p.m.  
Where: Stone Brewery World Bistro & Gardens-Liberty Station, 2816 Historic Decatur Rd. #116, San Diego, CA 92106 
Cost: Cost: $30 (Members, non-members, government); $40 at the door 
Register here: NDIA San Diego's Happy Hour - NDIA National President David Norquist  
 
 
Holiday Membership Appreciation Event at Snapdragon: Let’s spread some holiday cheer! 
 

We are excited to share our NDIA San Diego chapter in partnership with 
Women in Defense (WID) San Diego, will be hosting our 
highly anticipated holiday membership appreciation event at Snapdragon 
Stadium this December! Our much-appreciated NDIA members and your 
guest deserve some holiday cheer. Join us for spectacular views of San 
Diego’s newest stadium, drinks, a buffet dinner, raffles, WID STEM silent 
auction and a live band!  

 
Please see below for date and location details.  Save the date! We can’t wait to see you there! 
 
When:  Thursday, December 15, 2022 
Time: 4:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
Where: Snapdragon Stadium, 2101 Stadium Way, San Diego, CA 92108 
Cost: Only $25/person including a parking pass/$40 at the door  
Attire: Holiday Festive (Ugly Holiday Sweaters welcome)!  
Registration here: 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejg8lugd550ca458&oseq=&c=&ch= 
 
The holiday season is always a great time to celebrate and show appreciation for others. In addition to sharing a 
great time together, there is an opportunity to give in the spirit of the holidays and participate in a silent auction 
benefiting WID’s STEM scholarship fund. 
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Our NDIA SD Members greatly appreciate our company sponsors that are donating to our raffle/silent auction for 
their generous contributions and support for our chapter!  Sponsorship opportunities are still available and make an 
impact to our industry and community!  To participate as a company sponsor please contact Susan Couch at 858- 336 
-1617 or susan.couch@bofa.com  
 
 
NDIA/NIWC PAC Executive Forum  
 

When: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
Time: 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
Where: NIWC PAC Building A-33 Auditorium, followed by followed by networking social at 
Building A-33 Cloud Room Veranda 
Cost: The charge for the networking social is $30 for prepaid industry and $40 at the door 
Registration and more event information can be found here: NDIA San Diego/Naval 
Information Warfare Center Pacific (NIWC PAC) Executive Forum-JANUARY-IN-PERSON  
 

 
 
National Defense Industrial Association 13th Annual SoCal Cyber Cup Challenge 
 

Numerous studies and reports have documented the value that Cyber 
Competitions and challenges provide in instilling a passion for the 
cybersecurity profession. The SoCal Cyber Cup Challenge fosters that 
passion and growth within students.  
 
As we prepare for the 13th Annual SoCal Cyber Cup Challenge, we are 
actively working on raising enough funds to maintain the excellence of our 

past competitions and expand to other middle and high schools, community colleges and their students. As we are all 
aware, the need for trained Cybersecurity experts has grown dramatically. 
 
What You Can Do 
Due to funding shortages this year, it is more imperative to expand our sources of income. Contributions made in 
January and February will determine the level of engagement our cybersecurity organizations can provide. We are 
restructuring our Sponsorship levels in creating a general fund with sponsor levels. 
 
Diamond Level for $5k 
Platinum Level for $2k 
Gold Level for $1K 
Silver Level for $500 
Bronze Level for $100 
Supporter Level for $50 
 
If you wish to give at a different level, please contact Kevin Bowen at kbowen6@icloud.com    
For Silver Level and above, please send your name, email, and logo to kbowen6@icloud.com   
 
If you would like to donate by credit card, please log on to the Constant Contact SoCal Cyber Cup Challenge at: 
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Southern California Cyber Cup Challenge Sponsorship Opportunities 2022 (constantcontact.com)   
 
If donating by check, please make checks payable to NDIA San Diego Chapter. Write “SoCal CCC” on the memo line 
and mail to:  
 
NDIA San Diego Chapter 
3639 Midway Drive 
Suite B 175 
San Diego, CA  92110 
 
SoCal CCC Registration will start around January 15, 2023 and the Finals competition will be around Saturday, May 
20, 2023. 
 
Participating schools include middle schools, high schools, and community colleges in the five-county region of 
Imperial, San Diego, Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties in Southern California. We reached over 50 
schools and 675 students last year! 
 
We appreciate your support and contributions to make this event successful! 
 
 
Save the Date!  The San Diego Festival of Science and Engineering is Celebrating 15 Years of 
STEAM Education 
 

The San Diego Festival of Science and Engineering Week is the largest event of its kind 
in Southern California. It began almost 15 years ago and was primarily science and 
engineering focused, with a goal to provide experiential activities in these fields to 
diverse populations. The overwhelming success of the formative years of the festival 
proved to be a catalyst for what the event would swiftly evolve into: a comprehensive 
community event that celebrates the diverse cultures and populace in San Diego 
County and works to inspire the curious young minds in our region to become 
tomorrow’s STEAM leaders. 
 

The festival is an educational experience free and open to the public including interactive demonstrations, hands-on 
activities, and dynamic speakers to engage kids and families in all that encompasses STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math). More than 130 local businesses, corporations, and community organizations provide 
interactive and hands-on science, technology, engineering, art, and math exhibits and activities for the entire 
community. For a preview of this year’s events check out https://www.lovestemsd.org.  
 
Expo Day will take place on March 4, 2023 at Petco Park from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.   
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Event Highlights 
 

NDIA San Diego Defense and Industry Fall Forum 2022:  A HUGE Success! 

The FY 2022 Fall Forum was held 4-5 October 2022 in San Diego, CA: a LIVE event with participation from over 400 
Industry and Government attendees.  Attendees enjoyed a topic rich agenda across the two-day event which 
included Mission and Program Updates from NAVWAR, PEO C4I, PEO Digital, PEO MLB, and NIWC Pacific senior 
leaders, program managers, and portfolio managers.  Additionally, there were contract updates and information on 
contract related educational topics from NAVWAR Contracts, GSA, PTAC, and NAVWARs Program Manager for the 
SBIR/STTR Program.  The Forum provided an exceptional opportunity for invaluable networking, learning, and 
awareness for both industry and government participants.  Highlighting the 2022 event was the greatly celebrated 
post speaker engagements wherein every speaker generously afforded time for brief engagements with industry 
attendees.  These engagements fostered much appreciated insights, valuable in promoting the partnerships and 
relationships between government and industry, that directly facilitate the potential for improved support and 
delivery of critical capability to the warfighter.    

Thanks and appreciation to the Fall Forum 2022 speakers, sponsors, attendees, many volunteers, and of course 
Tammy Sanchez, our NDIA SD Fall Forum Chair, that each played an essential part in making this year’s event highly 
acclaimed by all. 

If you would like to view the Fall Forum conference briefs, please go to our site here:  Briefs – NDIA San Diego (ndia-
sd.org) 

Above:  Fall Forum participants listening to speaker, RADM 
Small. 

Above: Keynote Speaker, RADM 
Doug Small (Commander, NAVWAR) 

Above: Keynote Speaker, Bill Bonwit 
(Executive Director, NIWC Pacific 
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Fleet Week San Diego:  Student Stem Days and Innovation Zone 

Fleet Week in San Diego, CA always has an exciting line-up of events! One of those events this year included the 
Student Stem Days and Innovation Zone, which was held from November 3rd -5th this year at the Broadway Pier 
Innovation Zone with about 20 other booth/exhibits such as Lockheed, Northrup Grumman, SONY, SWIC, Cyber 
Patriots, Create, Marine Medical tents. Our NDIA SD Chapter was happy to be an integral part of this event.  

NDIA has been a sponsor of the San Diego Festival of Science and Engineering for 13 years.  NDIA booth at Fleet 
Week Innovation Zone invited attendees to learn more about the NDIA San Diego Chapter and what our student 
community is doing with their education in STEM.  We put up NDIA large and small signage, a four-page description 
of NDIA/STEM activities continuous slide show and provided NDIA handouts. Douglas Fenner provided NDIA/STEM 
discussions with attendees. There were Zumwalt Class Destroyer, Coast Guard Cutter, Marine Infantry Heavy 
Equipment, Mine neutralization vehicles and guard dog training exhibits. 

Explanation of ground vehicle and undersea vehicle technology and STEM education was accompanied by hands-on 
control of ground vehicles. Besides fun for everyone it brought a huge number of interested people to our booth.  A 
special thanks to Kevin Bowen, our NDIA SD STEM Education Chair, for his dedication and contribution to our 
successful, STEM events! 

  
Above: NDIA/STEM event and the hands-on fun with the ground vehicles. The robotics demonstration is always popular and an exciting 
attraction! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


